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within 24 hours thereafter, it was considered fair to deduct these deaths 
from the total, which reduced the mortality to 4.6 per cent, when the 
serum was administered in the earlier stages of the disease. The 
injurious consequences of administering the serum were fully considered, 
but held to be practically insignificant. It was also stated that when 
used on persons who had been exposed to but had not manifested the 
disease, the serum proved an unfailing means of conferring immunity 
for a certain period of time. Among the advantages in the use of this 
serum was mentioned that of lessening the chances of secondary infec- 
tion, so frequent after an attack of diphtheria. 

A committee presented resolutions on the death of Dr. Charles 0. 
Curtman, for many years a member of the Academy. — Wm. Trelease, 
Recording Secretary. 



SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 



The Biological Laboratory of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and 
Sciences will open at Cold Spring Harbor, Long Island, July 3d, 1896 
for its seventh session. As in the previous years Prof. Herbert W. 
Conn, of Wesleyan University is the Director. This year he is assisted 
by Prof. H. T. Fernald who gives instruction in Embryology, Prof. H. 
S. Pratt who takes charge of general zoology, Dr. D. S. Johnson, 
instructor in Botany, Dr. Edward L. Rice Assistant in Biology and W. 
H. C. Pyncheon instructor in photography. The session lasts six 
weeks but students, upon special arrangement, can remain longer. 
The Institute now possesses five buildings for the use of the laboratory, 
a good equipment of the apparatus necessary for collecting and for 
investigation and can accommodate about sixty students. The labora- 
tory fees are as follows : The laboratory fee, including any one course of 
instruction, the general lectures and the use of the laboratory privileges 
is $20.00. For each additional course of instruction an additional fee of 
$5.00 is charged. The fee for the course in elementary zoology is 
$15.00. Board is furnished for $4.50 a week ; rooms from $1.50 to 
$3.00 a week. The total expense for the session is thus from $55.00 to 
$75.00. For circulars and other information address, Prof. H. W. 
Conn, Middleton, Ct. 

The second Annual Meeting of the Botanical Society of America 
will be held in Buffalo, N. Y., on Friday and Saturday August 21 and 
22, 1896. The Council w,ill meet at 1.30 p. m. on Friday, and the 
Society will be called to order at 3 p. m. by the retiring President, Dr. 
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William Trelease, Director of the Missouri Botanical Garden. The 
President-elect, Dr. Charles E. Bessey, Professor of Botany in the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska will then take the chair. The afternoon session 
will be devoted to business. At the evening session the retiring Pres- 
ident will deliver a public address on " Botanical Opportunity." The 
sessions for the reading of papers will be held on Saturday at 10 a. in. 
and 2 p. m. The Botanical Society of America is affiliated with the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science whose sessions 
this year begin on Monday August 24th, in Buffalo. 

At the Springfield Meeting of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science, it was voted that the Sectional Committee of 
Section E be directed to prepare a program for the meeting of the Sec- 
tion, and to transmit the same to the Permanent Secretary for printing 
and distribution not less than one month before the meeting. 

It is therefore requested that members intending to present papers 
at the Buffalo Meeting of the Association send title and abstract of the 
same to the Secretary of the Section on or before July 15, 1896. 

A. C. Gill, Secretary Section E. 

Prof. S. P. Langley states that the Smithsonian Institution has de- 
cided to rent a table at the Naples Zoological Station for another period 
of three years, for the benefit of American students. The interest 
manifested by American educators and biologists in this matter has 
convinced the Institution that in so doing it best cooperates with the 
educational institutions of the United States. 

About July 1st next a party under the direction of Mr. T. H. Mobley 
will start from Lacomb, Alberta, for a two year exploring trip through 
northern Canada, taking in all points of interest between Edmonton 
and the Arctic Sea. There are four in party, all of which are thor- 
oughly experienced men, of whom two are naturalists. 

Dr. H. Baumhauer, formerly of Liidingshausen, goes to the Univer- 
sity of Freibourg, Switzerland, as ordinary professor of Mineralogy, 
while Dr. O. Mugge, of Munster, goes to a similar position in the 
University of Konigsberg. 

Two of the honors received by Prof. Leuckartin connection with his 
fifty year doctor-jubilee were elections to honorary membership in the 
Zoological Society of France and the Russian Academy of Sciences. 

Dr. G. B. Grassi, of Catania, well-known for his researches on the 
structure of the lower Arthropods has been called to the University of 
Borne as professor of comparative anatomy. 
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Mr. F. E. Willey, formerly of the Kew Botanical Gardens, has gone 
to Sierra Leone, West Africa, as director of the botanical gardens 
there. 

Prof. O. Biitschli, of Heidelberg, has been elected president of the 
German Zoological Society for the years 1896 and 1897. 

Dr. M. von Lenhoss6k has been advanced to the position of professor 
extraordinarius in the University of Tubingen. 

Dr. Dannenberg is now privat docent for Mineralogy and Geology 
in the technical school at Aix-la-Chapelle. 

A. Quadri, Professor of Zoology in the University of Siena, Italy, 
died December 25th, 1895. 

Dr. G. Karsten, of Leipzig, goes to the University of Kiel as 
Private docent in Botany. 

Mr. H. T. Wharton, a well known English ornithologist, died 
recently at the age of 50. 

Prof. F. Chatin, has been elected Vice-President of the French, 
Academy of Sciences. 

Dr. O. L. zur Strassen is now private docent for Zoology in the 
University of Leipzig. 

Dr. A. Weiss has been appointed assistant in Mineralogy in the Uni- 
versity of Greifswald. 

Dr. Jean Muller, Director of the Botanical gardens of Geneva, is 
dead at the age of 68. 

Dr. F. von Wagner, of Graz, goes to Giessen as assistant in the 
zoological institute. 

Dr. A. N. Beketow, of St. Petersburg, has resigned from the chair 
of botany there. 

Dr. P. Vuillemin has been appointed to the chair of botany at 
Nancy, France. 

Dr. P. Voglino has been appointed Docent in Botany in the Univer- 
sity of Turin. 

Dr. F. Dahl, of Kiel, has gone to New Guinea, to study the flora 
and fauna. 

Dr. P. Knuth, of Kiel, has received the title of Professor of Botany. 

J. B. Wilson, botanist, of Gerlong, Victoria, died October 22,1895. 

Dr. L. Jacoby, ichthyologist, of Zurich, Switzerland, is dead. 

The botanist Prof. K. Rattlef, died recently. 



